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Wisconsin to have computer science standards

MADISON — A panel of Wisconsin experts representing classroom educators, school leaders, and higher education
are drafting standards for computer science as the next step in a process to define the knowledge and skills students
are expected to learn in that subject during their PK-12 public education.

Computer science standards are the first set of standards that are being developed using Wisconsin’s new
standards review process. The process began last August with a public comment period on the need and expected
outcomes for computer science standards. The State Superintendent’s Standards Review Council examined those
comments and recommended that Wisconsin develop academic standards for computer science.

In authorizing computer science standards development, State Superintendent Tony Evers said, “It is
critical that our schools keep pace with changes in what citizens and employers expect from our students and how
we teach that material. The technology sector continues to grow in Wisconsin and with that comes an increasing
demand for people prepared to work in computer science and related fields. To better meet those needs, the state
must provide standards to align how we teach computer science to our students.”

Academic standards, like those being developed for computer science, are a defined set of knowledge and
skills that students are expected to know and be able to do. Standards set goals for teaching and student learning that
help teachers plan curriculum and develop classroom lessons. In Wisconsin, all state standards serve as a model.
Locally elected school boards adopt academic standards in each subject area to best serve the local community.

The Computer Science Standards Writing Committee is working on a set of academic standards that span
all grade levels. A draft of the Wisconsin Academic Standards for Computer Science will then be available for a
period of open review for feedback from the public, key stakeholders, educators, and the Legislature.

“Rigorous, clearly written academic standards are an important part of setting expectations for what our
kids know and learn,” Evers said. “The standards review process gives the public a way to share their thoughts,

resulting in a set of standards that reflects Wisconsin’s expectations for its students.”
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NOTES: Following is a list of members of the State Superintendent’s Standards Review Council, which provides
recommendations on which standards need development or review and monitors the review and revision process. This news
release is available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2017_01.pdf.
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